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THE CPERATIONS OF 18T PLATOON, GOMPANY A,
148TH IRFANTRY REGIMENT (37TH. IHFAHTRY’DIVISIOH)
IR THE ADVANCE. ON MUNDA AIRSTRIP, 18 JULY-4. AUGUST 1943
- {NORTHERY SOLOMONS GIMPAIGE)
(Personal Experience of a Rifle ?latoen Leador)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

_ Thiswmcnograph covers tha operatiéns of the lst Platoon,
Gempahy A, 148th Infantry Regiment, 37th Infantry Divislion, in
the battle of MUNDA ATRSTRIP, 18 July ~ 4 August 1943, during
the H?EEEffn Solaﬁona‘campéign.

In order %o orlemt the reader, it will be neceasary to

discuss briefly the major events which led up to thia action,
Artar the Japanese had been driven ocut of GUADALCANAL, all
efforts were directead toward improving the defensive'strength
.of the 1sland and sstablishing a base thnr§ whieh could support
further operations. Japanese airfields'in the New Georgla group
of islands northwest effGUADALGAHAL werse & threat that could not
be overlooked. The main gnsmﬁ alr base was at MUNDA POINT on
NEW GEORGIA ISLARD, only about 200 miles from HENDERSON FIELD,
A secon&ary hase was on the southeast coast of KDLGE%&EGQBA |
ISLAND. These fields had been targets for our bombars ever
since thej wore firsgt discovered in early December. During the
ensulng three months our fliers conducted more than eighty
ralds against them, and several night bombardments by our war-
ships were also undertaken., These coperations, however, resulted

only in temporarily neutralizing the fislds, and it soon became

evident that actual occupstion was necessary to prevent their

use. (1) (See Map A)

(1) A-1, p. 28



The immedliate objectives of the campaign against NEW .
GEORGIA in July and August 1943 were to destroy the MUNDA
garriéoﬁ, selze the MUNDA airstrip and clear the seaways 1n
the notorious Destroyer Slot. The longer range aims were bo
develop Fh15<airs£r1p for fighter cqvef in the bombing and
neutralization of RABAUL and to follow up this develepment
with an early amphibinué assault on BGUG&IKVILLE; the northern-
most lsland of the SOLOMONS and the one from which the legendary
dagger could be held at RABAUL'S Adem's Apple. With maxlmum
effective fighter range set as 150 niies, BOUGAINVILLE was a
necessary prerequlsite to the neutralization of poﬁent RABAUL,
thus the taking of ﬁEﬁ GEORGIA waz the prerequisite to the
seizure of BOUGAINVILLE. (2) (3)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

The XIV Gbrpghunaer the command of Major Gensral Oscar W,
Griswold, with headquarters on GUADALCANAL, was cémprised of
the 25th ané 37th Infantry Divisions (less two battalions of
one regiment) located on GUADALCANAL; the 3rd Marine Divialon
- located on GUADALCANAL; and the 43rd Infantry Divisien (plus
two battalions of ome regihant)_located on the recantly'
occupled RUSSELL ISLANDS, 50 miles to the northwest. (See Map A)
(4) D | | |
. The XVI Corps was considered to be a well supplied,
oqnippeg, and trained organizaticn., Most of the personnel
were combat veterans or veterans of long extensive dﬁy and night

jungle operations in the FIGI and GUADALCANAL ISLANDS.

(2) A-8
{3)
{4) A-1, p. 29



' Considerable training had been spent 1in amphibiong operations
in the assault and seouring of beachheads. (5) (8}

A reinforced regiment of the 38th Divisioﬁ,'ﬁ&ich had been
reconstituted at RABAUL after being almozt wiped out at GUADAL~
CANAL, now gaerrisonsd the New Georgla area. Japanese 6th
Division Headquarters was located on BCUGAINVILLE, Hgavy
Japenese reinforcements were on the way to the Solomon Aress
rin_preparatien for large scale defensive warfare. The mgst
highly organized Japenese defenzes were concentrated around the
MUNDA Alrfield. The southern perimeter of fheaa defenses was
organized into & systam of pilllboxes from which interleocking
bands of fire could be dslivered for beach protection. Organized
strong pointa along hilla overlooking the LAMBETI plantation
and‘;he MUNDA area provideé dﬁpth to this pertmeter defense.
Dual-ﬁurpqse guns pfovlded support to the poaition. Two maln
- supply demps were located near MUNDA airstrip, one northgzét
andﬁéﬁé northwest, near the baaeh.' There were several bivouacs--
cne on ARUNDEL ISLAND morthwest of MUNDA, cﬁa on the smaller
1sland betweah NEW GEORGIA ISLAWD and ARUNDEL ISLAND, one near
PIgglplantation north of'HHHDA, and snother about thrée miles
north of MUNDA on the MUNDA-BOIRCKA trail., Japanese ahora.
batteries had been established near BATROKO HARBOR and BAIROKO
along the nofthwest comst of NEW GEORGIA ISLAND. _(See ﬁaﬁ B)
(7) (8) (9) | " .

(5) A~1, p. 29
(6) A-2, pe 2
(7) A-1, p. 30
(8) A-2, pe 4
(8) A-



_ KEW GEORGIA was another green-jungled 1sland twenty-five
miles wide and'fo:ty miles long, blankated along the awaﬁps and
lowlands by sharp, bitter, forbidding corsl., The interior was
-morass of stinking mud and water-sosked tangle of tropical
vegetation jith large tree roots extending over and sbove ground.
Dense forests of high trees provided a Qatted-faliage usbrella
covering most of the island. Rain could be expected several
times a day, and frequently all dsy and night., (10} (11)

The assault on NEW GEORGIA was to be made by troéps'of the
37th and 43rd Diviaianﬁlreinférced by Karine Battalions, with
the 25th Division hsld in reserve on GUADALCANAL. RENDOVA
ISLAND, just a few miles south of MUNDA, was first cccupied in
5trength to provide positions for 155-mm guns and was to be a
staging point from which the real thrust against MUNDA would
be made. A= soon asz the MUNDA airfielq and other strateglcally
important points on NEW GEQRGlA were undar_control, preparsations
were made to capture KOLOMBANGORA. (See Map B) (12)

In the latter part of June 1943, the New Georgla Task
Force waé orgenized. It consisted of an infantry division, a
marine raider regiment, two infantry battaliona,'ene medlium
| artillery battalion; and various naval base prersonnel such as
PT boat units, antiaircraft elements and construction battalions,
The misslon of this foree was to capture MUNDA Airfield on HEW
GEORGIA ISIAND and to nantralizerihe VILO AIRFIELD on nearby
KOLOMBANGORA ISLAND. The initial general operational plen was

érganizad into three gfoups. Force A, consisting of 103rd

(10) &-4, p. 71
(11) a~6
(12) ‘-l’ Po 36



Infantry Reglment, 43rd Division, and two marine companles, vwas
to land simnltaneonsly‘néar VIRU HARBOR and 3EGL PQIKT on KEW
GOERGIA ISLAND and WICKHAM ANCHORAGE on VAHGUHa ISLAHB; Force
B, consisting of the 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Battelion, 145th
infantry Regiment,.anﬁ 3rd Batteliom, 148th Infantry Hegimeﬁt,
both frem the 37th Division, was to land nesr RICE ANCHORAGE.
Force C, consisting of the 43rd Divigion niﬁus 103rd Iﬁrantrx
Regiment attached to Force A, moved on RENDOWA HARBOR preparatory
%o invasion of NEW GEORGIA ISLAND. (See Map B) (13)

e ~ On 30 Juns, 1?2nd-1ﬁfaﬁtfy Regiment, 43rd Diviasion, eanplstéd
' the RENDOVA landing. On 4 July, the 172nd and 169th Infantry
Ragiﬁéﬁts of Force C effscted s landing at ZANAWA. The.plan
called for a move to the BﬁRIKElBIVEﬁ and thén an advance,
roglments abreast;’to'LAHBETItylantation. This was to be
followed by a sweep up the beach to MUNDA Airport where, in
conjunction with the RICE ANCHORAGE FORCE attacking from the
north, the Japs were to be "driven into the sea." Japsnese
reslstance Bef;ra BARIKE was disguietingly 1nefréetua1. However,
both regimentts snpplyulines became long, lonely tralls bull-
dozed through the jungle from ZANANA BEACH. The two arms of

- the BARIKE RIVER were crossed on the 9th end advance elements

of both the 172nd and 169th Infentry Regiments, 43rd Division,
pushed westward against deveioping defenses, sited 1la the low-
lying hill masses and camouflaged with Jjungle gfowth. Every step
was & constant fight against logisties, juhgle, mud and Japs.

The tjo regiments were strung out in a single ecolumn aleﬁg the

(13) A-2, Ps 3



trall and were becoming rather intermingled. fThe Japs were on

the offensive and were ralding every night~-all night. The
standard tactics of steady pressure againast e solid enemy 1ine
were meaningless, for in no ares was the jungle secure. ”Tha
Japs night hafasaing against the 169th on ths right flank was
novel and demoralizing., The 172nd's drive for a new beach
near LAIANA, 800 yards west of ZANANA, was stalled as Japs
-punctﬁréd the supply lines with infiltrators and mortar shells.
The foe was both elusive and uhiquitauﬁ. On the 1lth an enemy
ﬁedge aplit up thé two reglments. Japanese troops inside the
169th Infantry line breached the thinly held ZANANA supply
trailsé-ambashing éarrying parfies, litter bearers, and engineer
road details. More troops were nsedad to control & dssperate
jangle campaign which was taklng 1ts expenaive toll of hungry,
8leepless, and frightensd men as it got mors and‘mofe out of
hand, (See Map C) (14) (15) |

DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF THE 148TH INFANTRY REGIMENT

On orders ffen the Geﬁmanding General of the New ?eergia
Invasion Fores, Major General Oscar Griswold, the léé;h Infantry
Begiment was hurriedly shipped to RENDOVA during the aecond
week in July with the mission of relieving the 169th and
strengthéning_the American iine-~a tenucus front which then
ran north and south from LAIANA BEACH, rcﬁghly 800 yards from
the original ZANANA landing point. Destroyer transports rushed
the 148th Infantry Regiment from the RUSSELL ISLANDS to RENDOVA
cn the 1vth. Then LCI's tranaported the 1lst Battalion, 148th

(14) A-2, p. 4



Regiment, to ZANANA BEACE on the 18th, On the night of the

17th, the seme surrounding band of Japs who had attacked the
145th supply dump at ZANARA hed alpd charged the 43rd Divigion's
CP at ZANANA BE&&H. Scantily protected, the CP called for an
artillery box barrage, with shells bﬁrsting 50 yards from the

CP. The barrage was effectivé and saved the.General's life,

' Howevér,_ths CP tent looked like "Swiss Cheese.® (Sée Map C} (15)
| When the 148th landed, hawevér, that beach was clegged with
paychoneurotics from the 43rd Division, awaiting evacuatioﬁ;

and their tales, related with nervous gestures, snd accompanied
by fearful shifting of the eyes, sobered the 148th Infantry'dough-
 boys. It was a coumon occurrence, they said, for the Japs to
sneak into the Americen lines at night with & can of phospho-
rescent paint and mark GI helmets. When the soldler stood guard'
that night, the Japs couid tell where the guard'posts were and
eould infiltrate into American lines at will, Then, of course,
the Japanese often crept into the 11ne§ scattering some klnd

of sleeping powder which would lull the perimeter guards into

a comatose state making full-scale night attack simple. The
Japanese also put sleeping tablets in the creeks sc that an
American soldier going for a drink would soon drouse off to sleep
and fall prey to a lurking Oriental. Naturally, the Japanese

all talked English, and some of them had clear, resonant Harvard
accents, In fagt, statadzone shakting pasyco, he was sure that

the soldler calling him was a Jap because no one in his outfit
spoke such good English, (17)

(16) A-4, p. 83
(17) A-4, p. 83



So the stories went, snd the more incredible the tales,
the more awe-inapired were the untried doughboys of the 148th
. Infantry Regiment. The Regimental Commander early recognized
the hazard of the jungle nights and standing operating procedures .
were dlstributed to all troops. (18) | ,
The 148th Infantry Regiment began fighting its way around
the 169th's northern flank. Lieutenant Sidney Godkin, Company F,
establishing an outpost around the 43rd Divlsion's water point :
3000 yarﬁa from the heach, suddanly apotted a 1ong celumn of
soldiers weaving casually along a trail to his fromt. Unable to
.visuallze the presence of enemy columns inslde our lines gnd
-mistaking these troopslfor Army sngineers, Goodkin shouted him-
~ 3elf hoarse demanding that the "engineer's" récognizo him. After
,a fow minutes he was able to attract tﬁs attention of several
-men in the column and they unhesitatingly peppered his positidn,
‘serlously wounding him in the groin. Before hé wasa evacuated,
he passed all known information to the Regimental Commander,
Major Bethers, Regimental 8-3, led a tiO*jeap reconnalssance
party forward to_contact the embattled 169th Infantry Regiment.
Unaware of the prscarlous Jap~-dominated supply road, Bethers;
'Gaptain Edward Hicely; 3-2; and a squad of riflemen wilpped
blissfully or until, 800 yards west of the water point, a Jap
light machline gun emplsced around a bend opened up, killing two
enlisted men, wounding Captaln Nicely and three other soldiers,
and knocking out both Jeeps. HNow aware of the uncertalnity shead.
Colonel Baxter declded to move the 1lst Battalion forward in

force the next morning. (See Map ¢) (19)

{18) A-4, p. 84
(19) A-4, p. 84
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NARRATION (20)
THE COMPANY PLAN |

Just before Mejor Bether's reconnaissasnce patrol moved
out, 1st Platoon, Company A, 148th Infantry Reglment was.ordered
to contact Liesutenant Goodkin's outpost. Feeling quite Qenridant
and fresh, this platoon movééﬁéﬁt thinking that ne enemy could
stop them} all stories and rumors on the beach were dlamissed.
Along the trall many dead Jap bodies littered ZANANA TRAIL.
Flring could be heard in the distance whieh spurred the piatean
on at a more rapid rate of march. When the outpost was reached,
a fire fight was in progress and Major Bethers was evacuating
‘the wounded. Since it was getting late, Major Bethers ordered
the platoon leader to return with his platoon teo his eompany.
It was not realized that darimess falls quickly in the jungle
énd much difficulty was encountered while returning to the
company perimeter defense for the evening. Rations and water
was issued the men by 1st Sergeent "Dunky? Swann, 1lst Sergeant
Swann was an elderly Ohio National éuard goldier with many years
of service to his credit., Due to hls patrictism he chose to
remain with the same wnit rather than rémain in the states. _in
the process of helping the supply sergeant issue the rations,
many enllisted men asked certain questions by calling his name
out loudly. Since he was a well liked snd efficient individusl,
he was more thsn glad to assist the younger enlisted men. It
soon became very dark and the jungle seenéd to awaken and be

alive. The rumors and tales from the pychos began t0 race through

(20) This entire Narration ia taken from personal experilence and
- knowledge of the writer, Unless another source is indiecated
1t should be presumed that personal experlience 1la the source.
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the green troops' minds, We were all told prior to leaving for
New Georgis that the few English speaking Japs could not pronau#ee
a word commencing with the letter "L®, It wasn't long until a
volce in the ocuter perimeter coﬁmaﬁd;d "Load and Lock." |
Instinctively, some men obeyed the eamménd.' Hewavar,'ﬁha ma jority
of the company had their weapons loaded and reﬁdy. Then, what
appeared humorous to the company but not to lat Sergeani Swann,

a voice called "Ducky Swann.," The more the volce called for |
"Ducky Swann," the more obviocus it ﬁaa that Sergeant Swann's

teeth were geéting & rapid chatter. After enduring a ﬁiseé&bla
night, it was decided to send lat Sergeant Swann to a more sultable
assignment in the zome of interior. HNot, however, without his
strong protests. | |

ENEMY AMBUSH

Early on the morning of the 19th, amnnniﬁien and rations
wore distributed. It was noted how time conéuning it was to
1ssue the "C" rations and how much waste there was after the men
had reeoiv;d“thé rations, Siﬁee an lasue of three day's ration
was glven each individual and this amount was bulky #nd heavy,
only the ¢offee units and meat components were carried. Ths
remainder was thrown off to the side Into the jungle. It 1is
bqlieva& that & flat square can packaged in bandoleers similar
to the .30 caliber MI bandoleers would be in great favor in more
ways than one, The ﬁen could reseive the ratians as rapldly as
the bandolesers of emmunition snd sling them over one sheulder..
Also the square can would not interfere with cne's crawling
during a fire fight, A round can is a hindranegmand'must be dis-
carded during a similar situgtion. Another great-eontribution
~ would be the inclusion of heating tablets.

1z



Since Company A was selected as the advance guard of the _
Battalion, the company was dlsposed with the 3rd Platoon leading,
followed by the Znd Platoon, then the'weapons.éi;ﬁoon, aﬁd in
the rear the iat Platoon.

The lggnBaﬁtalion atarted up.the trall with the remalnder
of the Regimeht pratacting the 45rd Division's rear. This route
led past "Butchers Ridge.® Here lay 17 bodies of American
soldiers,-brﬁ;;i”evidence“of‘the Jap's earlier ambush.

Slince the Regimental Commander had ordsrsrfg relieve the
reanants of ths'légtp Infantry Regiment at "Parachute Drop" by |
1400 hours the same day, he ordered the advance guard to pfecaed
at a more rapld rate. Wide flanking patrols could not be
executed in the dense jungle and only observation could be gained
from the trail,

Just to the northwest of the bridge, 3rd Platoan, ths point
. of the battalion ran Inte jungle trouble. As the ¢ompany passed
the bend in the road and the entirs 3rd rletoon erossed the
bridge the Japs opened up on the column with a well concesaled
hesavy machins gun, light machine guns and rifles. Colonel
Baxter, accompanying the main body, crept forﬁard to reconnoiter.
&s he put it: "Nobody had shot at wme for twenty-five years and
I was curlous to see if I could still take it. I got as far as
a blg tree in the bend of the road and found evefyhody pretty
flat, including some wounded, so I naturslly pﬁered around a tree
kind of cdreful like, 1 saw Lieutenant 'Pappy' Drews lying
extra rlat in a rut on ﬁy side of ﬁha bridge about Fifty feet
ahead, and asked him where ths bastards were, He said, -without
ralsing even so muchlaa his eyebrows, 'Right ahead on the.trail,

13



and 1ookout--you-ra right in the 1line of fire.! Then they opened
up and directed a few around me, so I got flat too, renlizing
that Drews was ln a bad spot. When they quit, I eased up to tha
tree and peeked half as much as before and ardered Drews to roll
to the left into the jungle. He ssid, 'I can't Colonel.' I told
him 1t was an order, so he rolled and, thank God, came out with
just his left shoulder creased a quarter of an inch, Lileutenant
Coclonsl Hydﬁker and Captain Wendt had come up, 8¢ we worked out
a little scheme to rout the Jap off the hill, We sent from the
1st Platoon, squad leader Sergeant Harris and hls squad to the
right, and sgquad leader Sergeant Shaner and his squad to the
- left, on a double envelepmant--buﬁ &ll that accamplished was to
tell us there were more Japs there than we had expected." (Ses
Msp 0) (21) | .

Ziéuténant Colonel Hfdaker,the:battalion coemander, then
called the lat Platoon Léader of Company "A" to receive an attack
order. .The order was not an elaborate fi%erparagraph fiéld order
as one 1is taught and uses under more favorable condltions and
terrain., A wids envelopment was ordered on the left flank of the
enemy. |

Then another order was given to the platoon lsader which
later on in the day during & fire fight caused him to have to make
8 decision with hesitation and uncertainty. This order in
effect as glven by the battalion commander was “Don'ﬁ return

until the enemy 1s wiped out." As a parting shot 1t was
repeated again, o

(21) A-4, p. 85
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The lst Platoon Leader hastlly orlented his squad leaders
and piatoan sargeants“and hed the plstoon form a platoon dump.
While preparations were belng made to attack, ald men tried
to pick up the wounded; ev@n though they wore the red crosa
brassard, the enemy fired om them and seriously wounded all aid
men and litter bearers., This in tﬁrn made the platoon more
anxious to close with tha'enamy and destroy him.

The platoon was orgsnized into a di:mond formation with a
five pace interval between individuals. This later proved the
beat formation when the proximity of the enemy was not known
exactly and zll-around preteétiun was desirable.‘ The company
had only one compass. It was in peossession of the weapons ¢
platocn lsader and if was necessary that it be borrowed every
time a patrol *as-senp out.,

As the platoon cautiously executed the wide envelopment in
en effort to gein surprise over the snemy, many defects 1n
training and organization were seriously noted. At all times
tﬁe platoon leader had‘to remalin with the point. Much confidence
and good leadership were expected of the Platocon Sergeant who
brought up the rear and corrected bunching. It waa soon learned
that due to the unusual.strain at the point end lack of previous
training as scouts, only about two msn in the entire platoon.
could satisfactorily use the compass. At timés 1t was believed
that some men shirked the duty of taking a turn at the point by.
stating that they did not know how to use the compass.

As the plastoon approached the BARIKE RIVER, proper seeurity
measures were insured. The point, incinding the platoon leader,

crossed and searched the far side for any enemy. Then the remainder

of the plastoon erossed.

15



Durihg the crossing a member of the platoon was noticed to
be unfit for this mission. Since the banks of the river were
high, each soldier aasisted the one behind him to climb up by
lowering his rifle aﬁd pulling the next pseracn up the bank. It
‘was ncted that this Individual had his safety catch off with the
muzzle‘pointing toward the other person's chest in an effort to
assist him. Lucklly another member of the squad‘made a correction
on the shot."This'particular individual had been on permanent
- kKltchen police'up until the day the platoon was assigned this
particular mission. It 1is cited becanse in a few hours the same
individual became a psycho case and regtraint had t0 be used on
him during a fire fight to keep hilm from being killed by the enemy.

As the platoon advanced towards the anemyfs rear and flank,
1t was noticed that the platoon leader's submachine gun's drum
type magazine had a tendancj to make a noise just when silence
was of paramount value. The £ifty round drum rattled due to ths_
large number of shellg in the drum. Later on 1t was discarded
for the thirty round clip éype_magazine which proved very
satisfactory.

The platoon functioned like veterans and esch member sesmed
to be doing his best. Strict discipline on the insistence of the
platbén leader during the past tralning proved to ba:the fore-
most attribute for success in this missiop an& other sssligrments

to follow. Surprise was gained in the enemy's rear and one

. machine gun crew was dispatched. Since it necessltated that

the platoon maneuver along the enemy's flank toward the friendly
forces pinned down, the enemy ahlfited his defenses. His local

securlty was good around his machine guns., Surprise was lost.
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Only one other alternative wes left and that was to attack
agalnst the flank via thé fire and maneuver method. For several
hours slow progress was being made due to the fact of the enemy's
knowledge of the terrain and his experience in 3unglo fighting
and confidence of wictery ﬂuo.to his previous successes. It was
only through geod training in'diseipline that the platoon -
maintained & fire and maneuver skirmish line. Evon-though tﬁa
movement was slow every man moved forward. Only ome men scted
odd. The word paychoneurotic'was unknown at this time, but the
* platoon leader diagnosed that this same individual who had not"
| psrformed hls duties well at the river crossing was mentally |
sick. This man envisioned a blonde woman end demended that a
hot meal be fed him during the fire fight toward the mein enemy
defense. Two men were robbed from the platoon to hold this
individual down and escort him to the rear,

It begen to get late and 1t was evident that im an hour it
would be darke. To the platoon leader's way of thinking his
mission was not accomplished for manyrof the enemy remeined and
the heavy machine gun was too well concealed, emplaced, and
protected to knock out, HNore Progress forﬁard was made and the
Platoon succgeded.in getting another light machine gun to the
flank of the heavy machine gun. By this time the platoon was
close to the men ambushad. Due to poor visibility, one of these
men fired at the platoon leasder and barely missed his head. On
 the recommendation of the noncommissioned officers -end the final

decislion of the platoon leader, it was decided to make one last

attempt at the heavy machine gun and then withdraw, The platoon

le ader had greviously'sat his mind on digging_Ln where he was
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atopped ror the night. However, the last effort was foiled due
to too few grenades and since they were palnted yellow the enemy
very easily loceted them and tossed them back.

Darkness was falling rapidly and the decision. was exocuted
to make en orderly withdrawal., All progrossed'in good order.

A back azimuth of an added 5 degrees to the right was allowed to
foil any ambushing partles on the return trip. Speclal vigllance
- was kept to.the rear. Sergesnt Wykeff, the plabaon-gﬁida, spotted
an snemy scldler following the platoon at a dlstence in the rear.
He immediately warned the others and waited for an opportunity to
make,caftain he. could destroy the enemy with hls rifle. By
iingering behind and waiting behind a tree he felled the Jap with
- one good ﬁound-in the head. _

During the platoon leﬁdér's return he had visions of being
court-martialed and disgraced for disobeying an order and
returniﬁg before his mission was completed. |

Returning on the trail hs‘was'greeteé by the outer perimeter
of the company. The compeny had withdrawn with the battalion to
better positions for the Impending night. The lst Platoon's
peck dump was now in the snemy's hands. It is mentioned beceuse
later on in the campaign it had some intelligence value in
identifying the snemy unitsrconfronting this regimant.

The company commander was happy to see the‘platoon leader
and the platoon for 1t'was assumed that it had been aslso ;mhushsé
or pinned down due to the long fire fight that could be heard
by the company. A call was made to battelion immediately asnd the

platoon lesder was ordered to report to the battalion cdmmander at

e

Ve
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once, Still féarful of the disciplinery action confronting him,
he reported to the battallion commander with anxiety.

Much to hls surprise, the battallon commander greeted him
in a cordial manner and even presented him with a "D" bar. It
was then 1edrned.why everycne was happy to see thsmpiatoan
leader. It was surmised that the platoon was wiped out and 1if
no word was heard of it by nightfall, artillery and mortar fire
was t0 be placed in the same ares where the platoon leader was
located. BMuch to the platoon leader's relief he had made the
correct decision and learned that ha'who is up front decides
what should be done. This experience was invaluable in future
operations for 1t taught the platoon leader to use his initiative
te the utmost aﬁvantags.

The next morning Company C swept wide arocund the Jap's left
end, éngaging in a Bitter fire fight that rooted the stubborn
pocket from the jungle just befcreldark. By the 2l1st, the entire
regiment was intact northwest of the Parachute Drop.

BULLDOZER GUARD ASSIGNMENT .

N A not too popular asaignment on the 23rd was given to tha
1st Platoon--guarding the engineer bulldozer as it cut a trail
through the jungle. _

The bulldozer was tracked gold, It really spearheaded an
infantry édvance, bescause only sc far as it pushed and cut could
infantry jeeps and supplies g0+ = The Americans realized this, |
and a full platoon of riflemen always guarded the precious
machine and its priceless drlver. To no avail., For the Japs
mew, too, that the key to an American blitz was this lcud,
rauecus thing; and ﬁhsy would lie in swbush, deducing by the scund
and the ‘terrein just what direction the dozer must take. The
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drivers were not protected by the steel cabs with alits, an
innovation which came later. They were eaﬁpletely exposed,
sltting high in full view of'anyone, and it was probable that
within seventy-two hours the cperators would be dead or, if they
weres lucky, just wéunded. The casualty rate was so great for
these dozer techmiclans that ons regimental eommander, aakling
for tralned men, promised that whoever volunteered to drive.
through to MUNDA airfield, only one mile away, would receive a
direct cammiésion. One man reluctantly accepted the proposition,
but the next'day a3 he stood up on his machine trying to figure
out the best path around a largs tree, he was shot in the head
and killed., (22) |
For ﬁavefal hours no incldents occcurred. Then the driver
was wdunded by a hidden enemy which was lying in walt., The
platoon managed to put up a strong enocugh fire fight to evacuate
the dr%ver safely. However, as was learneg léter, in the rath
of the dozer were strong maln enemy defensive posltions. The
Platoon was dpiven back and artillery and mortar firs were
placed on these positiéns. _
it appeared that the enemy had great respect for ﬁhs monster.

lObser#ation revealed that at least fifteen of the ensemy made a
- hasty look at the bulldoger. However, no harm was done to it,

It was thought that the enemy would at least cut the wiring,
Gf the many times that the bulldqzer fell into the 6nemy's hands,
it was learned that no damage was incurred. After racapﬁure the

motor started immediately and snother driver resumed the duties

as a dozer operator,

(22) A-4, p. 94
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RECONNATSSANCE PATROL

On the morning of the 25th, a call was received by the __ ...
company commander from the battallom caﬁmander for the lst
Platoon's Leader to report 1mmediately to the battslion commander.
It was_éurﬁised by the platoua leader that another patrol was
_impanding- As he arrived at tﬁa Battalion CP he was fold by the
battalion commander that he had just voluntesrsd for a reconnalssance
patrol. Since the.platoon was preparad-ror a-patfol it was not
a surprise.

At this time the battalion commander presented the platoon
leader with a very scarce instrument that he had longed to have
as his own. It was the scarce lensatle compass. -8ince the
battalion ccmmandgr Imew that the platoon leader alwayé had to
borrow the weapons platoon leader's compass he gave him this one
that someone had found on a dead American soldier near the
parachute drop. With many thanks it was received eagerly.

Only four other maﬁ were to accompany the platoon lsader
on the 4000 yard reconnalssance patrél. Strict orders were
. glven to push on for 4000 yards regardless of enemy resistance,
The mission was strictly for reconnaissance anﬁ the patrol .was:
not to engage in a fire fight. This was emphaslzed as fhe
regiméntal commander seeked information of the enemy to the
regiment's front for the next day's puaﬁ forward, He believed
one 1ook was worth a thousand words. _

The patrol had to be very aggressive inasmuch as 4000 Yards
had to be covered with a full report before 1500 hours. After
1500 hours artillery would commence firing and it would be

asgumed that the mission had falled and the patrol was destroyed
by the enenmy.
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Returning to the company immediateiy; four hand-picked
noncomm!ssioned officers were selected by the platoon leader %o
accompany him on thls mission. -

A1l members of the patrol were equipped alike. Om the waist
belt hung a canteen of water, in the pockets were three clipa of
ammunition and a "D" bar, and each man wore a soft fatigue cap
and was armed with an M1 rifls.

Since the jungle tends to bleach one's skin, an attempt was
made to darken the face and hands with mud. This,'however,
provéd ﬁnsatisfactory for after the mud dried it fell off the
akin, It was iater proved in Bougainville and the Phlilippine
,Gampaigﬁ that black theatrical greass psaint put up in thick
_sticks is the best camouflage for the face and hands. These had
. to be procured through bartsring from the dlvision special service
section. However, they could sasily be issusd to the companies
as expendable 1tems.

Thia preéautioﬁ of camouflage ls necessary, as stated
before, dus to the bleached skin. In some instances it was
learned that the enemy could observe two white hands and aim
between tham, although not seeing the individual too plainly,
hitting its mark. Also, when oﬁe moves his ﬁaad from the éon-
cealed position the bleached face would stand out.

‘Thia unit did not have the jungle cemouflage sult and were
heppy that they didn't. It was found that the two piece fatigu§
suit had moat advantégea and very little, 1f any, disadvantages.
The green fatigues soon picked up the natural surrounding terrsain
suéh as coral dust and/or mud which blended excellantiy with the
immédiaﬁe surroundings. Also, more freadom of movement would be

had both on the move or when the c¢call t¢ nature csme about, The
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camouflége auit was too heavy and restricted much nesded air
from the body. A4lso, 1t was the belief that the bright colors
could be picked out more easily than green in a dark green
background. | |

The jungle boot was gquite satisfactory and proved gulte
popular especlally on patrols where stealth was required. Then,
too, even though ons walked through mud or water, they seemad
to dry out quickly. | |

Thus equipped the patrol moved outlimnediataly'to its
objJective., Extrome caution and preﬁious experience was utilized,
-Paths and trails were avdided like a bubonic plagus. Clearings
and artillery shelled areas were also bypassed. It was learned
that it was better to work one's way through thsljungla in the
thlckeat area rather than takemths easy way to ones designation
because such mentioned places usually contained an ever watchful
ensny smbush. _ i

All arms were carried'at the hip with the sling extended
to the meximum and‘slung over the left shoulder. If at all
possible, as we moved through the jungle, we tried not to swing
- our arms. One can, surprisingly, gain more ground and be closer
to the enemy in this particular method of;movamant. It sﬁpears
that an enemy's eyas_ars‘alerted more easlly as one aiings his
arms. Since one d?es not move at a rapld pace in the jungle,
it 1a difficult to sse & slow moving person appreoaching with
a3 1littls motion of the body as poaslble.

We had only gone about 800 yards when & sniper spotted the
patrol and fired, but missed. Since our mission'tas to move on,

we kept moving. MAlso, 1t 1s useless to look for a sniper. The

23



beat defense 1s to keep mbving and not stop long enocugh for h;n
to take accurate aim. Ahother 500 yards was covered when it was |
dlscovered, almost too late, that we had bumped into a platobn

bf Japs carrying one heavy machine gun end one light machine gun.
They were headed for our lines. Since it was ordered that the |
platoon leader not engage in a fire fight but accompllish the
mission, a wonderful opportunity to execute an ambush of our
'ewn was passed up. It was flrst planned to kill the two Japs
carrying the heavy machine gun, then 1t would be simple to get
moat of the others for the remalnder of the platoon would try
te recover the heavy machline gun. Alao, our patrol was few in
number and limited on ammunition which, too, helped in the
decision.not to attack._ However, 1t 1s bellesved if a portable
radlio had haen avallable at the time that this Important
information could have been called back to our parent unit and
_thsy could have eliminated this patrol. _

Contacting wmore snipers on the way, the objective was
reached, A sketch was made of the enemy emplacements. Some
wore oceupled, but most appeared to be uneccupied.‘ This,
however, only meant that when the regiment would approach these
emplacements they would be occupled by the enemy. Allowing 10
degress to the right on the back azlmuth and with not too much
difficulty the reconnalssance patrol returned to the regimental
command post with the information seeked by the regimental
commander. |

It was revealed that the ensmy patrol previcusly seen had
embushed the platoon gnard;ng the angingar bulldozer, killing
the operator and several men in the guarding platoon.

L]
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, ENCIRCLEMENT

_ Prbgreés the next few days for the entire roglment was good.
lst Battalion patrols had gone as far as BIBLO HILL whileh,
according to patrol rseports, was relativelf free of the Hips.
However, this hill possessed numerous unoccupled bunkers, pill-
boxes, and interlocking trenches and by the time the regiment
was In position to assault, the uncccupled emplacements had
maglcally filled up with a Kipponese garrison #high had prbbably'
accumulated in this final pocket as the Americans drove them
backe The point of the 148th was not 1500 yards from the 16lst
on its left (south) flank, and patrol centact with the 16lat
was practically an impossibility. Further, the 148th lead
slementa had marched 1200 yards beyénd their retion dump and
1800 yards beyond the farthest point which 37th Reconnalssancs,
Division MP's, and the 16lst reserve battalion had secured.
The situatlon of the 148th was not precarious anow, but a long,
thin 1ine of troops guarding one exposed flank out of contact
with the line on the other flank and at the far end of =
vulnerabls, unprotected supply line was a definite gamble,
The stakes were high onest the rapid completlon of the New
Georgia Campaign by sealing off the Japanese agalnst the sea.
The 148th held most of the high cards: tough troops, superior
equipment, and the flush of victory. The Japanese were forced
to call the 148th'a hand and the show down was one of the high
points of the war, (Ses Map C)

Quoting the 37th Division sfter-actien report: The
harassing of the 148th'supp1y line, ambushing of vehicies, and

intermittent sniping was caused by not mors than 200 Japs,
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constituting a roving band who appearsd frog the northesast and

who had either come uprfrcm VIRU HARBOR in an attempt to Joln the
Jap forcgs'at MUNDA or had come from SUNDAY INLET on the northweat
and had become lost on the way to MUNDA gnd whose approach thereto_
was intercepted by the 148th Infantry. (23)

Company A was given the misslon of guarding thgrregimental
ration dump, Japanese troops easlly broke into the high ground
aféﬁnd the dump, and poured machine-gun, lmee mortar, and rifle
fire into the ration boxes and the ammunition, Hastily stacked
ration boxes were stacked sbove ground foxholes. The Japanese
assaults were dlscouraged and broken up. But the Jepéﬁess
failure here was unfortunately not the csse all along the 148th's
sector,

All trails to the reglment were now no-man's land. The
200-0dd band of Japanese infiltrators chopped themselves into
small units built around several machine guns, The entire N
north jungle was their bailiwick and thusltha entire American
right flank wes their hunting ground. No more casualties could
be evacuated but had to remain in their own perimeter. (24) ‘

In G Company sector éamm fire was being recelved from well
concaéléd éntiﬁircrnrt positions., Since no srtillery of ficer
was avallable to register artillery on this position, the lst
platoon leader was called upon to perform this mission. Being
a former artillerymasn, the mission did not seem difficult at
first,

Hot knowing the enemy location too we;l he commenced relaying

the Information for registration, wmlmowlngly, about 100 yards

(23) aA-4, p. 98
(24) A-4, p. 99
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from the enemy 20mm guns. After recelving a few quick near
mlsses, he narrowly and with difficulty eécaped to a machine

gun emplacemsnt, As the first smoke shell landed it was almost
dark. Reglstratlon had to be done by sound and flash method,
Shifts in deflection had to be done by compass directlon inasmuch
as the different artillery units were located on separate
scattered islands supporting the main island of NEW GECRGIA.

Bold changes in deflection end range were executed im order to
place rapld fire for effect before the enemy could take adequate
cover. The mission of neutralization with this artillery was
successful for the next morning the guns and positions were
captured with 1little or no opposition.

Inside the lat Battalion perimeter, the troops dug in for
the night of complaté lsolation from the rest br the reglment
and the Division. (25) Water was low and had to be obtained
by eutting the long water type vines., When thia type of vine
was located it yielded a satisfactofy liquid that was more than
weleome. By mixing cocoa or coffee from the "C" ration in the
helmet as 1t was filléd, no cbnoxious taste wés“experiancad.
Ponchos were also spread ocut in a fashion to capture the rain,

When it raimed one had to be espécially watehful against
surprise attacks. The Jap Inew that the American soldier would
be seeking shelter and warmth under a shelter half or poncho,
With the assistance of the heavy déwnpour and further liastening
hampered by this shelter he could aésily launch his attack
sgainst our posltions. Contrary to belief, the nights and raln
in the jungles are quite cold. Since nome of the men had heavy

(25) A-4, p. 99
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¢lothing, blankets, or packs, th§ pencho. seemed to be ths anawer.
It could be folded over the cartridge belt in rear of the body
and was always avallable. Whereas cvnce a pack was discardaér

it was never seen again, |

With the evacuation route cut off, the regimental aid
station beceme the collecting polint for all 148th casualties.

One hundred andltwanty wounded asoon #ccumulated in a regimental
ald statien designed to treat a few soldiers with minor wounds.,
Some of the casualties had cresses in the srﬁa and legs. Othere
suffered from bullet holes in the chest and stomach, and the
Presence of these gerious cases, above everything @lse, under-
lined the necessity for breaking out of the Japsnese ring.

The wounded were placed in a tremendous hole blasted and dug by
fatigued ald men and Headquarters Company volunteers. Without _
water, wlthout adeguate medicine, without neceasary surgery,
without anythiné except fortitude, these men silently rested on
litters and shelter halves. No one whimpered or eried. When a
man died, he did so gently and without excitement. Their patience
and courage inspired the rest of the trapped regiment, and the
subsequent annibillation ef the Japansese trappers and the breake
through were accomplished by'msh who couldn't quit because their
shot-up buddies wouldn't let them. (Sée Map C) (28)

After making little progress on the night of the 3lst
digging was in progress but at a slow race. Most of the aoll was
of a coral like structure. Here the infantry hand axe pfcvad
invalﬁahle. A pick mattox wﬁs ussless asz a shovel, but the axe

bit into the soll & 1ittle at the time. It was always In demand

(26) A-4, p. 99
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when digging ordinary shelters. Since the holes were dug at the
base of trees or ﬁround them, meny long thick roots from these
large trees and other lesser trees presented a mass of roots
which had to be severed before another shovelful of soll ecould
be excﬁvated.

The enemy was all around and within the perimeter. It was
difficult to locate him due to the sharp crack of his rifie, his
smokeless powder and the-method of firing h§ employed. When we
fired our weapons, he would also, but when we ceased firing, he
did likewise. Since water was nonexistent for several days,
thirst was more apparent. The water type vines became exhausted
in the area at the beginning of the encirclement. In the late
evening to add Ilnsult to injury, an enemy snipef concealed in a
tree above the foxheole threw an empty salmon can made in California
on the oeéupants. Repulsing several attempts of iafiltration
the night had passed. |

The next morning, 1 August, at daybreak.orders were received
to make an all out final effort to breakthrough. The lst
Platoon Leader was glven the mission of trying to make one of
the first breskthroughs. After forming the company in line of

'akinmishers; it was discovered only'ﬁhirty some odd men exlasted.
Since there was no need for the weapons platoon to support the
attack due to the thick jungle &nd no mask clearance for their
mortars, they too, wﬁre lined up as skirmishers and functioned
88 riflemen,

The attack hadn't progressed twenty yards when the line
was hit heavily by knee mortar, machlne gun and rifle fire. This

discouraged the men. Since no other officers were presgent 1n.
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the company the lat platoon leader had the task of encouraging

the men to attack and keep on a skirmish line., It seemed futile,

for the enemy wes up to his usual trickery., An English speaking

Jap gave the command, "Pull Back.” That was about all the

skirmishers had to hear., It spread like wild fire along the

line. It was only through strohg, forceful leadership that the

line of skirmishers was reformed by the lst platoon leader,

dnother attempt ¥o assault the enemy positions was made.

" Consliderable ground was gainsd at the expense of heavy casualtles.
Howsver, it placed the skirmishers at a fow yards from the enemy
positions. The lat platoon leader found himself pinned down
‘under two lightlmachine guns with two serlously wounded men
-alongside of him. Cautioning the ome man to lle still, he held
the other soidier in a motionless position. It had been learned
aiwhile back that the enemy did not fire at perscns motiocnless.
They fired at anyone that moved or appeared to have any life
left in him. Since the one soldier was very serionsiy wounded,
all effort was concentrated on him. He was shot through the
helmet with the bullet going through his right eye. It was
learned later on that the bullet stpppod in.his head after going
through the eye. His life was spared beeause it was the practlce
'to lower the helmets during the assault for just an occasion as
-this bullet going through the soldler's eye, but was apent énough ‘

+ to stop a complete penetration after ha?ing gone through the
steel helmet and fiber lining. It was learned that the other men was
shot through the heart, Howevar; the platoon leader knew that
it must be a superficial iound inasmuch as tha.man would not be

slive to tell him sbout 1t. He thus reasasured the soldier that
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hs wéuld live.

Things appeared hopeleés sgain fd; mgst men were actually
piﬁned down. The l1lst Platoon Léader had carried on his belt two
grenades which he thought were still there when he reached down
to get one end toss it in the enemy machine gun position. Much
to his surprise, they were gone for in thﬁ procesa they had
fallen off the belt while he was crawling and creeping. 4
grénade pouch would have' been the answer, but at this stage of
the wﬁr none were sxistent, at least to his unit. By this
time one of fhe scouts from his pletoon worked into a position
to toss a grenade which ﬁot only eliminated the machina gunners,
‘but gave the signal for the continuation of the assault.

As the assault progrdassed, it was dlscovered that the wear-
ing of the helmet low to covér the eyes had saved a few more
lives. It 1s atrongly believed that the helmet coul& be improved
upon by adding another pisce of metel in the front and cushloned
by another piece of fiber. Also an entrenching tool designed,

80 as to be carried on the cartridge belt with the handle detach=-
able from the shovel metal part. This metal part could be improved
upon by msking 1t more concave and with straps to place over the
heart in the assault. A more condave‘shoval would also be more

‘efficient to bite into the earth when digging in. It is common
lmowledge that the two most dreaded wounds are the head and

heart type. Even if portable surglcal hospitals are avallable,
they are preactlcally of no use to this type of wnund'sinqe it is

a mortal wound. Moat deaths and wounds were caused by gun shot

at close range, aﬁ the most not over thirty yards. '

As the attack presaed closer %o the consolidation of the
exposed 161lst Infantry flank, American Browning Automatic Rifles

3



and water cooled heavj machine guns were ugsed by the enemy. They
overrun a portiqn_of this reglments positicns and wers using the
weaponsa to thelr advantage and to our loss, We feared ths
Browning Automatic Rifle especlally, for we realized their hitting
power and superior fire power. At this stage of the assault,
the mah kept a steady fire and maneuver which did not stop. The
snemy must have had dysentary for human feces was quite prevainnt
and made the American soldier more determined to wipe him out for
his filthy poor latrine discipline. The last strongpoint was
reached. It consisted of sqveral spomy mamning a water cooled
‘machine gun and two Browning &uéomatic Rifles. Tossing several
grenades and firing lmmedlately in the area where the grenades
landed so that they could not be retrieved and tossed back, the
resistance was all over. However, p;ecaution was used for the
enemy had donned our helmets and jungle suits., Then, too, meny
that were wounded had to be shot thrbugh the head to make certaln
.that no tragchery wbuld be practiced by these individuals
feinting death. One of the enemy was feinting death by knesling
behind the heavy machine gun with one hand on the trigger.
Knickiﬁg him from the flsnk and overturning him, the startled
Jap looked up too late to do any damage.

At 1038, fielqd télephones buzzed throughout the Division
zcné. 411 available trucks, smbulances, and jeeps were rushed
to the 148th sector where one hundred twenty-eight wounded men
wers awalting a long-dslayed svacuation, In two hours the wounded
were crowded in the 37th Glearing Station, and none of the group
died, although several of their mates had passed on in previous
isolated nights and days., The 148th Infantry went into Division
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Reserve, fed a warm ﬁeai‘of spaghettl and green beans, drank
galiens of-watar,‘and.slept. The next morning, thair.reat wes
to an end, butffér the night, sleap snd not the Japanese was
king. One of the men in the platoon found the platoom leadert's
soap cape which had peen taken by the enemy on the first day's
action, This ppeved that many of the same enemy that opserated
near the beach.were the same in this arsg.

AMBUSH PATROL = ¥

If At

The next &Qy found the platoon moving forward again. While
both battallons of the 148th Infentry pushed to slice the MUNDA-
BAIROKA TRAIL, the lst Platoon Leader was called to report to the
regimental commander. He had just returned from a short patrol,
but knew something was up in form of a ratrol.

Reporting to the regimental comm;nder he was informed that
for a change a new experﬁmén# wﬁs to be put ipto effect. He was
given orders to proceed to the MUNDA-BAIRKO TRAIL with the mlssion
of ambushing the Japs aﬁ they retreatéd ffam MUNDA Alirport or
tried to relnforce or resupply iﬁ. Also hls orders were that
he would establish sound power telephone communioation and
~would not return until given s personsal order from the regimental
commander. Thres enlisted men from the regimental communication
Platoon would go along with the patrol and lay the wire. Immedi-
ately upon cempletlion of their misalon of laying wire they were
to he releassd and directed to return to the regimental command
pozste. |

Hasty prepasrations were conducted by the lat platoon leader.
Even i;hough his platoon bore the brunt of the company patrdls

and assaults none of the men complained or grumblsd, A total of
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twenty men were to go including an aid man ﬁrmsd with a
Winchester pump 12 gauge shot gun firing double ought shote
About every third man was armed with the most preferred gun,
thé Browning Automatlc Rifle. Loose réunds of .30 caliber shells
wore packed'into empty .30 caliber machine gun boxes in order to
carry the maximum smount of ammunition. The ammunition bag
1ssued today did not exist them. This was to be a patfol to
last over a day and night, thus the smen carrised only the bare
essentials for ammunition had to be carried in lafga quantities
and had the highest priority. No help or resupply on anything
could be expected. The patrol was to operate strictly on its
OWnle 7 _ _

After negotlating several thousand yards, signs of the
enemy became apparent. However, they were avoided and all past
experilence was'brought into play to reach the HUHDA—B&IRKA
TRAIL and set up the ambush. A few snipers were eliminated on
the way. Sihca the platoon leader knew that according to the
aximuth and distance given him he had a conslderable distance
to traverse, more spsed was Introduced., This, however, almost
proved fatal. Working as always in previéus patrols at the
rpeint wiﬁh his most reliable and efficient scout, Sergeant
Camie Watson, who was later killed in an assault in thse
Philippine Ggmpaign, stepped into prepared Japanese-ﬁositions
and bivouae and supply area. The enemy was just as surprised
for he was eating rice and did not expect eny Americans in this
particular area. Just as quickly as they had stepped iﬁto the
positions, they stepped backe At thisz time the remainder of the
patrol had caught up witi the point. It was lucky fhat they had,
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for a fire fight broke out immédiately. It was then realized
that a large force was in front and the fianks. A nose of a
ridge line presented itself to the right flank which the platoon
leader Instinctively ordered his platéon to reach and selze,
This part of the ridge was 1lightly occupied at this partlcular
moment snd was scon occupled. A hasty perimeter defense was
eatablishsd”and positions occupled. (See Map G}

The communicatlon personnel had evidently consclentiously
laid_ﬁhs sound power line aa qfdered and produced the EES tele-
phone minus the clapper in the bell, The wires wers hooked up
and the platoon leader trisd ringing the regiment, but no écmmuni-
cation could be had. A thorough check and recheck was made by
the communication personnel, but to no avall. It was then
agssumed that the wire had been cut. 8ince the platoon lesader
had orders tp send the communication personnel back to regiment,
he dispatched a'msssaga_with them and gave them a back azlimuth
to follow_in order to reach the regimsntalucommand post. As
-can be imagined theserenliéted men wsra.glad'to be on thelr way
for they did not relish the idea of being with this particular
patrol. They had only been gone five minutes when they retﬁrned.
On trying-to return to regiment they ran into several of the
enemy and killed two. This time the platoon leader gave them
another back azlmuth and ordered them to use all caution for the
area was allve with the enemy. Ho_wor& was heard from them, it
was assumed they were successful in sneaking out of the perimeter
defense.

In the meantime these veteran patrolmen conducted themaelves
accordingly. There waa no promiscuous firing of weapons. Every-

one was alert and no wnnecessary nolses were mads. Strategic
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‘Positions were well oceupied by cunhingly comcealed ﬁan who had
mastered some of the so called mysterles of the enemy. Every
attempt of inflltration by the enemy was foiled. Liateniﬁg
posts did such a good job that the enemy never did get a loock of
the platoon's_dafansive posltions., Command of the MUHDA#BAIRKQ
TRAIL was_géinad from thls well concealed position. Ofdefs‘were
given by the platoon lsader that only one man would fire at the
enemy if he approached singly., ' The man designated was an above
average expert rifle shot, Largé volume of fire would be avoided
for this would reveal our poéitiens and waste ammunition. It
wasn't long until‘an unusually large Jap was seen approachiﬁg ﬁp
the treil with & knee mortar strapped on his back. The selected
expert rifleman fired one shot, and the victim crumbled fraﬁ the
deadly accuracy of this rifleman hitting him between the syes.,
Every man was tense f6r it was not known what, if anything, the
enemy would do hidden in the jungle across the trail. Several
more of the enemy repeated the process after a few minutes of
trying to traverse the trail singly. BEach ons was killed by the
same riflemsn at approximately the same spot. Finally a Jap
officer woaring leather puttees cane forward to iook over the
dead and possibly try to determine the exact direction of fire
from our perimeter, As he was about to reach for somse ob ject
on & dead victim's body he, too, was dispaﬁchﬁd. In the meantime
the enemy was trying to feel out our positions, but with no
success. 7 . _

Startled and surprised by the unexpected dull thud ringing
of the telsphone; the platoon leader answered it. Much to his
amazement the Reglmental Communication Warrsnt Offlcer was on

the line. He reported the three edmmunications men had safely
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returned and very happy to be back. And that he was one sound
power reel length in the jungle talking to me and was glad he
did not have to go the remaining three faels to find thé trouble.
He related that he was ordered by the reglmental commander to
personally with a patrol to find the trouble and get communication
with me. He then asked me if I was satisfled with the communie
catlion and”that he would like an order to report back to the
regimental command post. The request was granted and a call was
made to the regimental commander poéting him with the patrolls
rrogress. I{ was confirmed that the patrol would remain for“tha
night and the next day. Also the platoon iegder's Tormer
ertiliery battalion, 140th Field Artillery Battaiion had juat
moved into a new firing position on the island of NEW GEMRCGIA,
and he could have the pleasure of reglistering the battalion
into the enemy supply dumps. This would also foil ény gttempts
of BANZAI attacks on the platoon duriﬁg the night, It was
comforting to know that protective artillery support would be
- glven during the night. It was alsc learned that this sound
power line had first priority on the Regiﬁental switehboard and
one man constantly listened at the other end. Evidently the
three communication men that laeid the wire were trying to make
up for thelr hasty error in splicing the wirs that was the cause
for no commmication when they arrived at the patrol's objective.
In effect a "granny" type splice or much more like sn ordinary
knot was madé hookiﬁg up the first and second sound power reel.
About 200 hours Lieutenant Colonel WOlfe,lthe 140th Fipld
Artillery Battalion, called for information to register his
battalion. Thig was done by sound and flash and with very good
results. Large smmunition and gasoline dumps were hit and
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exploded. The ammunition exploded for a conslderable length of
time to the'bright accompaniment of gasoline and oll burning,
Thls infuriated the enemy end attempts were made to peirce the
rlatoon perimeter. A box barrage was dropped which broke up
the attempt. One man was wounded by the shell fragments from
thls close barrage. It was resl satlsfaction to hear and see
the_exploaions and fife in ffont.of the platoon. Much %o thé
disappointment of the Platoon leader he eould not drop a sheli
on a Jap officer evidently in command who was ¥olling commands
and giving ofders to his badly frightened soldiers. As much a8
he tried following him with an artilliery battery, the yelling
and commanding would reappear 1n another area. This prqved to
an advantage also, for it alse located new emmunition dumps
that were blown up.

The next day found the pestrol harasgsed by Japs trying'to
locate the exaect positions by sheking bushes and small trees
trying to draw our fire. 'Knea morter fire was also received,
Tﬂan.to the right of the patrol and on the sams ridge line a
hsavy flre fight was in progress. Upon investigation, it
appeared that an #merican Unit wes trying to seize this ridge
line. Calling the regiment lmmediately it was learned that the
27th Infantry Régiment of the 25th Division was tryilng to take
the ridge line., It was hoped by the platoon leédef that the
éttack would press closer so that he could launch an attack from
- the flanks since he was told that this friendly unit lmew of
his locatioen, However, saome fire was.reeeived from the friendly'
forces, but neo 6asualties were sustained. About 1500 hours this

friendly regiment pulled baclk, evidently for the evening. Then
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about 1600 hours orders were recelved from the regimental
commander to try to get back to reglment before dark,

This proved much more diffieﬁlt than was expected. 1%
seemed that every avenue of escape was blocked by tha_eneﬁy for
he was expecting something like thié to happen. A weak point
was lecated and through the combined superior efforts of the
entire patrél a slow but nerve racking withdrawal wss executed
toward the 27th Infantry Reglment positions.. The platoon leader
dld not know the exact location of this reglment and feared
being caught in a-cross fire or fire from the regiment. After
careful observation as the withdrawal was executed, the friendly
Infantry positions could be seen on high ground. Leaving the
remalnder of the patrol under cover and canceaimant, the patrol
leader attempted to expose himself and talk with these friendly
forces. After several attempts which almost proved fatal, he
approached their posiﬁion# with his hanas above his head. After
he was recognized, he immedlately had his platoon advance and
paas through the friendly lines. The platoon leader reported
to the battallon commander that commanded this partieular sector
and gave him sll the information he knew of the ridge he was
trying to seize. It was learned that thls battalion commander
did not know of the platoon leader's patrol position on the
ridge line,

_THE LAST DAY BEYOND MUNDA AIRSTRIP

Reperting baeck to the company it was learned that MUNDA
Alrstrip was taken and that positions were to be dug in for the
night near the Jap Naval Supply Point. (See Map C)

T
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" By this time the entire company had gained comslderable
combat e#perience and kmew how to propérly deal with the enemy.
As per usual a night attack was made against the company perimeter
defense, Since the enemy always tried to locate the telephone
wire and follow it to the company command post, the wires were
unhooked and tled to a pisce of branch and teaaod outside of the
perimeter. It was learned through experience that all holes
should be dug in the ocuter perimeter and none located in the
center, Anything in the center was considered enemy agd grenades
could thus be tessed 1n the center without doiﬁg any harm to
friendly troops. Good fire discipline paid off for thirty
anlisted enenmy and three offlicers of the enemy lay dead in the
company perimeter the next day., It was found that the plstol
was & good night weapon for the Jap had the habit of looking in
“the hols firgt, it was easy to reach over to his face without-
missing. The rifle was a 1little awkaward to maneuver In a hole
occupled by three men. However,.nine of ‘the thirty-three senemy
‘dead'wsra'killad in front of onme hole alone with a soldlier armed
with an M1 rifle.

Berly the morning of the 4th of August found the regiment
near the ccast. What few remnants of the enemy thaf remained
tried to reach the island of ARUBDEL by rafts, boats, and
swimaing. Hany committed suicide rather than surrender. It was
relaetively simple to shoot the well defined targets in the water.
Everyone joined In the firing for it was like a Coney Island
shootlng gallery trylng to hit as many targets as possible,.

The remainder of the third platoon tﬁat was ambushed
initially on the approach march after crossing the bridge reported
back to the company. It was learned that during the night,
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Squad Leader Sergeant Amaden was bayoneted by the enemy., In

- the afternoon he had begged for help, but the aid men could not

get to him, Tha'Japs used him and other wounded az bait to lure

belp and then fire on the litter bearers. One tndividual that

had been cautioned and corrected by his superiors on maneuver

and practice platoon problems to take cover and eoncealment

falled to do also during the ambush and as a reault was kllled,
His attitude was that when the real thing happeﬁs he'll know

| better.

'Thase men eseaped during the night by fellowing the river
and then by followlng the sound of friendly artillery firing.
They had wandered around in the Jungles for five daya before
1ocat1ng a place %o siim to a small island where & friendly_
artillery battery was located. Although badly bruised and
quite thin from their experience, they had returned. One other
individual miraculously escaped death by deinting death on the
trail after he had been shot through the ;op of his helmet,
but no harm to him, The énemy ran over him and on him during
thefday and part of the evening. He, too, escaped via the
seme route.,

ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM
l. DISCIPLINE - |

Firat and foremost, discipline is the most importani prin-
ciple of jungle operations. The good "Joe" typs officer is not
respected by ths enlisted men when tha“chiﬁs are down. Enlisted
men must be addressed as "Men" and not "Fellows™- op "Boys."
Espacialiy, when about tc%fac; the-anemj they want to be kﬁowﬁ as
men and treated like grown men. After combat they will thank an

officer for insisting on correcting thelr mistakes priof to
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combats They will do exactly the same thing a lesder permits
them to get away with on manseuvers or tralning.

Hence, during combat unnecessary casualtles are accounted
for due to the lack of corrections before combate.

2. STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE

The davelbpment'of an SOP for nearly everything that could
possibly lend itself to standardization proved of most effective
use in meny aspects of the operation. On landing the platoon
knew what type foxholes to dig, how and where to orgénize a
strong perimeter defense. Thils coupled with march formations,
patrollihg, intelligence, aﬁpply and superior weapons fire
dlscipline was responsible for less casualties and a small number
of psychoneurotics,

Hever remain in one perimeter defense position for mofe
than one night. The enemy and land crabs multiply after the first
night, |

3gquad latrines and the immediate burial of all "C" ration.
cans: and .other trash pfoved that sanitation could bewmﬁintainad
at the highest level, thereby eliminating dysentary and curbing
additional nolses at night when the land crabs and the enemy
are inquisitive.

The enemy did not like our type of perimeter defense because
ke could not locate our flanks or command posts,

No promiscuous firing at night resulted in little or no
casualties during a night attack by the snemy.

S COMMUNICATIONS

Since ﬁanj difficultieé were encountersd with radios in the

Jungle due to extreme adverse conditions, scund powsr wire

42



communicatién proged to be the most effective means qf communi-
cation. All wire parties must be guarded and every man know how .
to make and apply the proper splice if a break in the wire is
discovered or two piesces of wire must be spliced. A4 need for s
light portable effectlve radio exlsts especially for patrols
and during a night attack.
4.  WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION

The crying need wgs'for a very light weapén capable of
placing an explosive on a point targét. The 8lmm mortar and
105mm howitzers proved to be the best close support artillery.
Smokeless powder is naéded for small arms due to the proximity
to the enemy. Browning Autamatic Rifle proved to be‘é superiér
weapon for the jungle.

Cnce a mortar contalner seal is broken, it should be used
as soon a&s possible. Many shorts resulted due to the fact that
the powder lncrements became demp when carried ssveral days in
the damp and muddy jungle,

Visibillty is usually nil -- which limits the use of
maneuver and artiilery'to very orthodox mean#.
Se  PHYSICAL FITNE3S

Troops must be trained and toughened before thgj reach an
oﬁeratipn. Prior intensive repeated training on the FIJI ISLANDS,
GUADALCANAL and the RUSSELL ISLANDS proved to be invalusble
during the operation. Life be#ams an affgir of simple things,
alwaeys done with great éffort. To walk or crawl without drawing
enemy fire; to keep one's own weapons free from mud; to ki;l
Japs, and baﬁween times to nibble at cold emergency rations or
doze fitfully. Plus the malaria discipline of teking the atabrine
.tablet dally, the application of mosquito repellent, and the
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use of the Halazone water purifying teblets. A4n individual

feelas just like he appears.
6.  LEADERSHIP AND TACTICS

Once the-enemy is shelled,.aggressiva immedliate assaults

should be executed on his'pésitions to gain surprise first.
- 8peed should not bs sacrificed for caution.

Local security is of prime importance in the jungle. A
careless unit results with not 6nly high casualties but a high
percentage of psychoneurotics. |

Units on flanks should be kept informed end in conmtact at
all times so &3 not to expose flanks.

Patrol reports must be scted upén by ths commander at oncé;
for what 13 true at the moment may be absolutely vrong'threa
hours later. -

All men in an infantry regiment must be trained as a rifleman,
first, then his other speclallity, if any, for jungle operations.
7. NIGHET MOVEMENTS

No ﬁight movemaent should be aﬁtempted. Slnce it:is daiffi-
cult to move during daylight hours, it is foolhardy to éttampt
movement at night. You are in the eneﬁy's backyard and he
1s the master of night movements. It is'pheaper to walt for
him and then destroy hin,
8+  RATIONS |

In order to faeilitaté issuance of "(CM rations and curb.tha
waste of "C" rations, a square type tin éhaped RC" pation is
needed and ﬁuathbe packed in a similar bgndoleef as «350 caliber
MI smenition. Alsoc included should be an adequate supply of

heat tablets to warm these mations. Emphaglis should also be
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placed on seasoning tho el ration aﬁd different varietles
W included. The hard oandj should be eliminated since it tends
/ to loosen one's fillings. A softer candy such as a fudge type
should be substituted. |

This would not only expedite issuance of rations and cut
down.on waste, but bulld the morale of troops oinoo it is
difficult or impossible to get a hot meal to the troops,
each individual or small groups could make their own hot meal.

LESSONS

le Discipline is tho moatqigportant prinoiple in
jungles.

2. The development ror a standing operating procedure

for nearly everything that can poassibly lend itself to standardi-

zation will speed up all possible and permissable &otivitios

e
iy i T L e

in or out of combat,

3. Communications are very imporiant in the jungles. - s

Sinoo wire proved the most aatisfactory, more training on the ~

laying and care of telephone wire should be stressed to all

personnel.

4. The propor care of woapons prior to combat provod less _

malfunctions during oogbat. Ammunition ahoulé not be axposed

to the elements, proper care and handling cannot be over-

emphasized.

S« Troops must be in top physioal oondition and toughened
to adver;:mzzzzzér;ﬁd woathor conditions prior to an engagement
in the jungles. |

6. The principles of leadership and taotios; 28 taught

by our Field Manuals, apply 100 per cent in the jungle.
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7T« MNo night movements ahould be attempted. Little 1f

e e . |

anything can be gained hy night uovemsnt:. Even though the

enemy executed many night attacks, 1ittle or no casualties

rasnlted from hls attacks.

8. A better "CM" ration in size, shape, quality, and

-
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packaging is required to curb waste and tims to 1ssue rations.

Food 1s the only morale factor in the jungle since very few,

if any, hot meals are served.
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